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Pl ease join nme in consideration of the foll owi ng hypot hesi s:

Enl i ght ened persons have an obligation
to act for change.

VWhat is enlightennment? Enlightennment, an action word, has a literal neaning:
To lighten the | oad. You arrive bearing nore, you | eave bearing | ess.
Enlightenment is that transform ng noment when one discards a burden, and

t hen noves on.

Thi nk of the mountain Sherpa, the mghty porters of the H mal aya nountain
range. The Sherpa clinb steep nountains with huge, heavy packs | ashed to
their backs. Whuldn't it be easier going if the |load was |ighter?

Suppose you are the Sherpa, and you are tired of carrying a very heavy pack
Per haps you m ght discard the second cooki ng pot and only keep one. Perhaps
you m ght |eave the folding metal cot behind, keeping only an insul ated

sl eepi ng pad. Perhaps you m ght | eave behind the magnum of Chamnpagne, keeping
only a plastic canteen and a water purification punp. Enlightennment is the

di scardi ng of unneeded burdens. What then, is an "enlightened person"?

Pl ease consider the follow ng:

An enlightened person discards blind obedi ence to dogma
i nstead, (s)he considers every issue fully, and then decides
what is the norally right direction in which to proceed.

VWhat kind of issues might an enlightened person consider? They coul d range
from questioning the adm nistration's doctrine of global preenptive
aggression to their propagation of torture as an acceptabl e nmethod of

i nterrogation. They could range from questioning the adm nistration's
defiance of wiretapping laws and their unwillingness to adequately help the
i njured, hungry, and honel ess people of New Ol eans.

O her issues which an enlightened person coul d consider include: aninma
rights, free speech, abortion, gay narriage, science, taxation, relationa
fidelity, education and academi a, inmgration, intoxicating substances, state
killing of prisoners, vegetarianism biological research, welfare reform
zero popul ation growt h, stewardship of the environment, violent games and
toys, etc.

Using the terns of phil osophy, what we have is a clash between two different
worl d views: deontol ogy and tel eol ogy.

Deontology is rule-bound rigidity. There is a rule and you nust followit.
For exanple: Only narried heterosexuals may adopt. It is easy to follow that
rule. Are you a gay couple? You can't adopt. It doesn't matter that you are
wonder ful people, full of love. It does not matter that you can provide a
confortable hone for an orphan. It does not matter that you are willing to

t ake an adol escent. You know the rule: If you are gay, you can't adopt.

Peri od.

Tel eol ogy is where thinking occurs. To be teleological is to question rules,
traditions, doctrine and dogma. The thinker is not swayed by preval ence,
nores, or the tenptation to conformity; rather, the tel eol ogi cal person asks
guestions such as "Wiy can't a qualified gay couple adopt?" or, "lsn't a
child much better off with two | oving parents, than in foster care?" or, the
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tel eol ogi cal person may observe, "The research literature shows that adoptive
gay coupl es have hi gher incone, greater education, and their adopted children
have a greater chance of attending college. The research literature al so
shows that adopted children raised by gay coupl es have no detectable
deficiencies in psychol ogi cal or social devel opnent, when conpared to adopted
children reared in non-gay hones."

Enl i ght ened peopl e drive deontol ogi sts crazy! The deontol ogi st wants you to
foll ow prescribed rules without question, and in the case of sone religions,
will tell you that failing to do so will cost you your soul

As enlightened people, liberals think and ask questions. The rights and
freedons which Anmericans enjoy were wought by great liberals such as the
foundi ng fathers, who envisioned a |and free of religious fundanmentali st
control, where a person could speak his or her mind. Those pioneering notions
were quite radical in their day. Renmenber, Rone was not built in a day;
neither was Anerica's pathway to enlightennment instantaneous.

America' s begi nnings were inperfect; Enlightened mnds, working together,
have hel ped Anerica shed many deontol ogi cal burdens. Emanci pation, women's
suffrage, child labor [aws, abortion rights, civil rights, gay rights, these
are but a few exanpl es of advances won by enlightened peopl e who acted upon
their conscience. Kinetic enlightennment advances the human spirit, and the
human condition

The thesis we are contenpl ati ng hol ds that enlightened persons have an
obligation to act for change. Is that correct? Does enlightennment obligate us
to action? A thought experinent may illum nate an answer, and provide
directional clarity. In this experiment we will evaluate severa

ci rcunst ances, using Unitarian Universalist principals as our nora

gui deposts, then we will see if an answer energes. Consider the follow ng

vi gnettes:

. Suppose we becone aware that our nei ghbor has not eaten in a week, due
to lack of food. Do the virtues of worth (1) and conpassion (2)
obligate us to feed our hungry nei ghbor?

. Suppose that our government blasts, burns, mains, and shoots between
30, 000 and 100, 000 non conbatants in a foreign country, during efforts
to steal their natural resources and colonize their lands. Do the
virtues of worth (1), individual justice (2), conpassion (2), world
peace (6), world justice (6), and respect (7) obligate us to resist our
own government's war efforts?

. Suppose nore than 100 peopl e have been rel eased from death sentences
after newy energed forensic technol ogy proved their innocence.
Statistically it is a mathematical certainty that there are other
i nnocent people presently on death row. It is also a mathematica
certainty that innocent prisoners have already been killed by the
state. Understanding these things, do the virtues of individual justice
(2), and a free and responsible search for truth (4) obligate us to
work to stop state killing of prisoners?

For nmost of us a noral conpass did energe; enlightennent does, in fact, carry
with it an obligation to action. This is not something new to Unitarian

Uni versalists; we share a long tradition of social, political and noral
activism

It is not possible to do all things, to serve on all conmittees, to protest
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all evils, tojoin all enlightened organizations, or to advance all
enlightened issues. Unfortunately, we are human and we need sl eep,
recreation, and our time and capabilities are limted. That noted, if we
accept the posit that there is an obligation to act for change which
acconpani es enlightenment, all that renmains is to determni ne when, where, and
how one wi |l becomne invol ved.

If a person is willing, there is always sonething (s)he can do. As an
exanpl e, consider the photocopy shop back hone in CGold Beach, Oregon. The
shop is staffed by 20 devel opnentally special adults, each with Iimtations,
and abilities. Photocopy orders are a teameffort. Stella runs the cash

regi ster, and she whispers to C ndy how nuch noney you owe. Cindy counts your
nmoney and then hands it to Stella, who places it in the register drawer.
Stella is helping CGndy with her counting and noney skills.

Matt takes your original, and ask how many copi es you purchased, then he puts
that nunber into the copier, which is right behind the counter. Matt al ways
smles, talks in sinple sentences, and when he is excited he can be quite
loud. Sonetimes Stella has to tell Matt to talk in a quieter, gentle voice.
Marylou is in a wheelchair, and she can only nove one hand. Marylou's job is
to push the big green start button on the photocopy nmachi ne, and she has been
doing that job quite well, for years.

If you are ever passing through Gold Beach, Oregon, and you need phot ocopy
services, stop at the shop. It is on Ellenberg Avenue across fromthe Curry
County courthouse. And, if you are on the pathway to enlightennent, be like
Maryl ou. Find a cause, find something to act upon, so that you are helping to
advance a nore |iberal, enlightened world.

But then, I'mpreaching to the choir. You are already involved. You are the
ki nd people who quietly give of your tine, your noney, your love in order to
hel p those | ess fortunate. You are teachers, passing the tools of
enlightennent to the next generation of thinkers. You are librarians, helping
people to read, to research, to develop a love for literature. You are
parents, guiding your children towards an enlightened view of mankind. You
are the nenbers of this church who have protested US aggression towards Iraqg.
You are the many who protested Fred Phel ps when his group brought hatred to
some of Matthew Netto's students | ast year. You are the people who support
the arts, and who are patrons of the synphony. You are the people who quietly
contribute to worthwhile causes which fight for justice, equality, and peace.

May | cl ose by saying good job, well done. There is nore work to be done, so
let's go out and do even nore.

<end>
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